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Interim Final Ruling Requirements
ARP Act

As described in more detail below, the 
Secretary has established interim final 
requirements for ARP ESSER related to:

• SEA consultation
• LEA ARP ESSER Plans
• The statutory requirement that LEAs 

receiving ARP ESSER funds develop 
plans for the safe return to in-person 
instruction and continuity of services 

Locate IFR at: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/04/22/2021-
08359/american-rescue-plan-act-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/04/22/2021-08359/american-rescue-plan-act-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund
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Click the Links to Access 
Technical Assistance Resources

Date Technical Assistance Support

May 3 Visit the Georgia Insights webpage to view the new video guidance for the LEA ARP ESSER Plans & IFR requirements.                                       

May 7

ESSER Grants Open Office Hours session from 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. to address questions from the field regarding the ARP Act. 
Submit your questions ahead of time to: Question submission: ARP Act Open Office Hours
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/325190381
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (571) 317-3112 Access Code: 325-190-381

May 12

This webinar will guide local educational agencies in completing a component of their LEA ARP ESSER Plan. GaDOE’s Comprehensive Learning 
Loss Plan supports LEA’s planning and budgeting efforts for the ARP Act ESSER funds to ensure at least 20% address the impacts of lost 
instructional time through the implementation of evidenced based intervention.

Registration (gotowebinar.com) Time: 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

May 13 Visit the Georgia Insights webpage to view the recording of today’s guidance for the LEA ARP ESSER Plan and the ARP ESSER Data Survey.

May 19 

ESSER Grants- Open Office Hours session from 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. to address questions from the field regarding the ARP Act. 
Submit your questions ahead of time to: Question submission: ARP Act Open Office Hours
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/360686157
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (646) 749-3112 Access Code: 360-686-157

https://www.georgiainsights.com/cares-act.html
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr16CqCVuczrhPsbEjlnvrMjhUQ09WSUpYU05OSFZZQ1lLS0NYUk9IWkhTUy4u
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/325190381
tel:+15713173112,,325190381
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7283568957821748747
https://www.georgiainsights.com/cares-act.html
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr16CqCVuczrhPsbEjlnvrMjhUQ09WSUpYU05OSFZZQ1lLS0NYUk9IWkhTUy4u
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/360686157
tel:+16467493112,,360686157
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Overview of Interim Final Requirements
ARP Act

LEA ARP ESSER Plan LEA ARP Safe Return to In- Person Instruction
An LEA must include specific information that addresses how it will maintain 
student and staff health and safety and how it will ensure continuity of services 
for academic and social-emotional needs, as well as how it meets CDC 
guidance regarding the following:

· Universal and correct wearing of masks.
· Modifying facilities to allow for physical distancing.
· Handwashing and respiratory etiquette.
· Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation.
· Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration 
with the state, local, territorial, or tribal health departments.
· Diagnostic and screening testing.
· Efforts to provide vaccinations to school communities.
· Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to 
health and safety policies.
· Coordination with state and local health officials.

The plan must be updated no less than every six months and must include public 
input when revisions are necessary. If an LEA already has a plan in place that 
doesn't meet the new requirements, it must revise the plan within six months.

How funds will be used to comply with CDC 
recommended mitigation strategies to 
reopen schools and maintain their safe 
operating status.

Be

How the LEA will use the mandatory 20 percent 
set-aside to address learning loss through 
evidence-based extended school day or school 
year programs, afterschool programs, or summer 
programs.

Use

How the LEA will spend its remaining ARP 
ESSER allocation in compliance with the law.Spend

How the LEA will target its evidence-based 
interventions to students who are 
underserved or were most significantly 
affected by COVID-19

Target



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 5

LEA ARP ESSER Plans
IFR Requirement
(1) The extent to which and how the funds will be used to implement 
prevention and mitigation strategies that are, to the greatest extent 
practicable, consistent with the most recent CDC guidance on reopening 
schools, in order to continuously and safely open and operate schools for in-
person learning 

LEA’s Plan Must Meet the Following:

(4) How the LEA will ensure that the interventions it implements, including 
but not limited to the interventions implemented under section 2001(e)(1) of 
the ARP Act to address the academic impact of lost instructional time, will 
respond to the academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs of all 
students, and particularly those students disproportionately impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, including students from low-income families, 
students of color, English learners, children with disabilities, students 
experiencing homelessness, children in foster care, and migratory students. 

(2) How the LEA will use the funds it reserves under section 2001(e)(1) of 
the ARP Act to address the academic impact of lost instructional time 
through the implementation of evidence-based interventions, such as 
summer learning or summer enrichment, extended day, comprehensive 

afterschool programs, or extended school year

(3) How the LEA will spend its remaining ARP ESSER funds 
consistent with section 2001(e)(2) of the ARP Act

 An LEA must engage in meaningful consultation with 
stakeholders and give the public an opportunity to 
provide input in the development of its plan. 

 Specifically, engage in meaningful consultation with students; families; 
school and district administrators (including special education 
administrators); and teachers, principals, school leaders, other educators, 
school staff, and their unions .

 Engage in meaningful consultation with each of the following, to the 
extent present in or served by the LEA: Tribes; civil rights organizations 
(including disability rights organizations); and stakeholders representing 
the interests of children with disabilities, English learners, children 
experiencing, homelessness, children in foster care, migratory students, 
children who are incarcerated, and other underserved students.

 Must be in an understandable and uniform format; to the extent 
practicable, written in a language that parents can understand or, if not 
practicable, orally translated; and, upon request by a parent who is an 
individual with a disability, provided in an alternative format accessible to 
that parent.  
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GaDOE’s ARP ESSER 
Application
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Application Contents
• Assurances
• LEA Overall Priorities
• Learning Opportunity Loss Plan
• Use of Funds
• Implementation of Preventive & Mitigation Strategies
• Learning Opportunity Loss Plan Appendix
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ARP ESSER Application 
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Resources
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GaDOE’s Curriculum & Instruction Webpage

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/default.aspx
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Strategic Use of Funds 
Learning Advantages

To help protect your privacy, PowerPoint has blocked automatic download of this picture.

GaDOE-Evidence-based Strategies 
and Practices for Improving 

Learning Opportunities

View Session Video
Coherent Instruction

• Accelerate learning by focusing on essential 
knowledge and skills necessary for 
completing a grade level; this toolkit from 
The New Teacher Project provides a 
school/teacher-level strategy to addressing 
individual student needs while ensuring high 

expectations and building supports.
• Provide in-school high-frequency tutoring, a 

highly effective strategy specifically when it 
involves:

• Formative assessment 
• 3 or more sessions a week during the 

school day 
• Up to 3 or 4 students per session 

Trained tutors 
• High quality curriculum materials

• Consider altering the use of time to increase 
face-to-face instructional time with students 
(4-day week + 1-day enrichment; year-round 
calendars); lengthen the school day and/or 
year.

Sample Excerpt
(Links to outside resources included in 

guide from Dr. Caitlin Dooly)

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/GaDOE-GACIS/Evidence-based%20Strategies%20Guide%20for%20Improving%20Learning.pdf
https://app.gadoe.org/TRLThumbnails/Scripts/Player.html?url=https://equellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net/6fc48225-c121-4aac-b839-98fe8a27dab4/GaDOE.GACIS+Part+1+4.14.21.ism/Manifest&cc=https://equellastorage.blob.core.windows.net/asset-a77f1637-9494-424d-b689-ff259f1eeea8/GaDOE.GACIS+Part+1+4.14.21.mp4.vtt?sv%3d2017-04-17%26sr%3dc%26si%3df03b7e40-6e29-489d-a99c-2ccbabbef501%26sig%3dOBhG5MM8NqZ%252Fsv%252BxCovIh0D2uZCQN98xN%252B7bu43gU5g%253D%26st%3d2021-04-15T23%253A24%253A41Z%26se%3d2121-03-22T23%253A24%253A41Z&poster=https://equellastorage.blob.core.windows.net/asset-5f2c3387-413b-4207-bd72-b485989b073f/GaDOE.GACIS+Part+1+4.14.21_000001.jpg?sv%3d2017-04-17%26sr%3dc%26si%3d8abd0ff8-986f-4133-8b37-f5be4b7549be%26sig%3dofIZl%252BeyJg1VJXQujImADIG%252F1C9XD7FN7LBfQUvmVOI%253D%26st%3d2021-04-15T23%253A25%253A28Z%26se%3d2121-03-22T23%253A25%253A28Z
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Strategic Use of Funds 
Learning Advantages

CCSSO 2021 Summer 
Learning & Enrichment

Equity & 
Access

Planning &
Communication

Privacy & 
Security

Delivery 
Model & 
Staffing

Funding

SEL & 
Mental 

Health for 
Students

Curriculum 
Priorities

https://753a0706.flowpaper.com/CCSSO2021SummerLearning/#page=1
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Safe Return to In-Person 
Instruction and Continuity of 

Services
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LEA Plan for Safe Return to In-Person 
Instruction and Continuity of Services
IFR Requirement
Include how it will maintain the 
health and safety of students, 
educators, and other school and 
LEA staff, and the extent to which it 
has adopted policies, and a 
description of any such policies, on 
each of the CDC’s safety 
recommendations including:
• Universal and correct wearing of masks
• Modifying facilities to allow for physical 

distancing 
• Handwashing and respiratory etiquette;
• cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, 

including improving ventilation
• Contact tracing in combination with 

isolation and quarantine, in collaboration 
with the State, local, territorial, or Tribal 
health departments; 

• Diagnostic and screening testing; efforts to 
provide vaccinations to school 
communities;

• Appropriate accommodations for children 
with disabilities with respect to health and 
safety policies; and coordination with 
State and local health officials.  

Describe how the LEA will 
ensure continuity of 

services, including but 
not limited to services to 

address students’ 
academic needs and 

students’ and staff social, 
emotional, mental health 
and other needs, which 

may include student 
health and food services. 

LEA must periodically, but no 
less frequently than every 
six months, review and, as 
appropriate, revise its plan. 

Consistent with section 
2001(i)(2) of the ARP Act, 
which requires an LEA to 

seek public comment on the 
development of its plan, an 
LEA must seek public input 

and take such input into 
account in determining 

whether to revise its plan 
and, if it determines 

revisions are necessary, on 
the revisions it makes to its 

plan. 

LEA plan must be in an 
understandable and 
uniform format.

To the extent practicable, 
written in a language that 
parents can understand or, 
if not practicable, orally 
translated; 

Upon request by a parent 
who is an individual with a 
disability, provided in an 
alternative format 
accessible to that parent. 
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Safe-Return 
Example from 

Georgia

 Maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and other school and 
LEA staff, and the extent to which it has adopted policies, and a description 
of any such policies, on each of the CDC’s safety recommendations.

 LEA will periodically, but no less frequently than every six months, review 
and, as appropriate, revise its plan.
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Safe-Return 
Example from 

Georgia

 Describe how the LEA will ensure continuity of services, including but not 
limited to services to address students’ academic needs and students’ and 
staff social, emotional, mental health and other needs, which may include 
student health and food services. 

 LEA plan must be in an understandable and uniform format.
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Safe Return 
Examples from 
Across the Nation https://www.panoramaed.com/blog/in-person-learning-

reopening-plans

The link below is a blog post that provides 11 examples of 
Return to In-Person Instruction Plans and links to the school 

districts’ website.

https://www.panoramaed.com/blog/in-person-learning-reopening-plans
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Related Resources Released by US ED
ARP Act
Handbook topics include:

Safe Practices for In-Person Learning
• Mask Practices
• Physical Distancing Practices
• Co-horting/Podding & Staffing 

Considerations for Physical 
Distancing

• Transportation Considerations
• Encouraging Families and Staff to 

Check for Symptoms at Home
• Handwashing and Respiratory 

Etiquette
• Safety Considerations Related to 

Music, Arts, and Athletic 
Programs

• Supporting Ongoing Engagement 
with Educators, Families, and the 
School Community

ED COVID-19 Handbook, Volume 1: Strategies for 
Safely Reopening Elementary and Secondary 

Schools (PDF)

https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening.pdf
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Related Resources Released by US ED
ARP Act

Handbook topics include:
Creating Safe & Healthy Learning 
Environments

• Meeting basic needs: providing school meals 
regardless of educational setting

• Meeting the social, emotional, and mental 
health needs of students

• Providing all students with access to a safe and 
inclusive learning environment

Addressing Lost Instructional Time
• Accelerating learning through instructional 

approaches, tutoring, and expanded learning 
time

• Supporting equitable access and effective use 
of technology

• Using data about student’s opportunity to 
learn to help targe resources and support

• Addressing resource inequities

Supporting Educator and Staff Stability and Well 
–Being

• Stabilizing a diverse and qualified educator 
workforce

• Supporting educator and staff well-being

ED COVID-19 Handbook: Volume 2 
2021 (PDF)

https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening-2.pdf
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https://bestpracticesclearinghouse.ed.gov/

https://bestpracticesclearinghouse.ed.gov/
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Budget Submission
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Evidence-Based
How are the four tiers of evidence defined in the ESEA 
incorporated into this program? Are all four tiers of evidence 
applicable? 

The ARP Act defines the term “evidence-based” as having the 
meaning in section 8101(21) of the ESEA. Accordingly, “evidence-
based” includes several tiers of evidence. Specifically, “evidence-
based,” when used with respect to a State, LEA, or school activity, 
means an activity, strategy, or intervention that demonstrates a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes or 
other relevant outcomes based on –

1. Strong evidence from at least one well-designed and well-
implemented experimental study (“tier 1”); 

2. Moderate evidence from at least one well-designed and 
well-implemented quasi- experimental study (“tier 2”); or 

3. Promising evidence from at least one well-designed and 
well-implemented correlational study with statistical 
controls for selection bias (“tier 3”); or 

4. Demonstrates a rationale based on high-quality research 
findings or positive evaluation that such activity, strategy, or 
intervention is likely to improve student outcomes or other 
relevant outcomes and includes ongoing efforts to examine 
the effects of such activity, strategy, or intervention (“tier 
4”)

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ Education Logic Model - REL Pacific

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/pacific/elm.asp
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ARP ESSER Plan-Budget
• ARP ESSER Plans are due July 9, 2021
• Budget approval is based on ARP ESSER Plan submission
• Please identify, ‘’LEARNING LOSS” line items and evidence-base 

levels
• Please provide detailed description for each line item. 

Due to large dollar amounts, please provide specific information that provides documented evidence that equals the line-item 
amount.  i.e. number of staff, number of schools, number of months, identify type/number of equipment/supplies etc. instead of 
the percentage of funds that will be allocated to the general area.  ESSER III is an exponentially larger amount of money and GaDOE 
wants to ensure the use of funds are documented correctly.  

Accountability, Transparency, & Effective Use of Funds
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